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Social Studies Teachers Workshop

DECONSTRUCTING
MISSISSIPPI’S
RECONSTRUCTION

Old Capitol Museum, Jackson

November 1, 2013 

Black and white Mississippians emerged from the 
Civil War facing a devastated economy and new 
social structure. The eleven years of Reconstruction 
were particularly intense for Mississippi, where 
most of the population was black and whose white 
leaders had established the Confederacy. 

Instead of embracing change the state passed 
the first and most extreme Black Codes, laws 
meant to replicate slavery as much as possible. 
In response, Congress imposed a more thorough 
Reconstruction, which in Mississippi saw great 
achievements and embarrassing failures. One of 
the greatest successes was black participation in 
democracy, both as voters and office holders. At 
least 226 black Mississippians held public office 
during Reconstruction, and Mississippi sent the 
first two black senators of this period to Congress. 

But Radical Reconstruction infuriated southerners 
committed to white supremacy. As Republicans 
implemented political equality, terrorist groups used 
intimidation and violence to halt progress. If all 
men were not equal before the law, America had not 
advanced very far since the Civil War. 

Come to the Old Capitol Museum and learn 
more about this time in Mississippi’s history and 
how to use the information in your classrooms.

A .5 CEU credit is issued through Mississippi 
College to those attending all workshop programs. 



8 a.m.	        REGISTRATION, Old Capitol Museum

8:30 a.m.      WELCOME
	        H.T. Holmes, director, Mississippi Department of
	        Archives and History
	        Lucy Allen, director, MDAH Museum Division

8:45 a.m.      RECONSTRUCTION IN MISSISSIPPI 
	        Max Grivno, associate professor of history,
	        University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg

9:30 a.m.      NEW ROLES FOR AFRICAN AMERICANS
	        IN MISSISSIPPI GOVERNMENT  
	        K.C. Morrison, chair, Department of Political
	        Science and Public Administration, 
	        Mississippi State University, Starkville

10:15 a.m.    BREAK
	        Organizations will display educational resources

10:45 a.m.    THE CHINESE COME TO MISSISSIPPI 
	        Frieda Quon, associate professor emeritus
	        Delta State University, Cleveland

29th Annual MDAH

Social Studies Teachers Workshop

deconstructing Mississippi’s
reconstruction

Old Capitol Museum, Jackson

11:30 a.m       LUNCH
	          
CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING
(INDICATE ON REGISTRATION FORM):

1 p.m.             OLD CAPITOL MUSEUM LESSON 
	          Maura Johnson, education historian
	          Old Capitol Museum, Jackson

	          USING ARTIFACTS IN YOUR CLASSROOM 
	          Collections staff, MDAH, Jackson

	          YELLOW FEVER EPIDEMIC OF 1878 
	          Deanne Nuwer, associate professor of history,
	          University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg

2 p.m.             TEACHING RECONSTRUCTION
	          Presenter TBA

2:40 p.m.        MEET A RECONSTRUCTION CHARACTER  
	           Living history interpreter

The Social Studies Teachers Workshop is sponsored by 
the Mississippi Department of Archives and History 
in conjunction with the Mississippi College School of 

Continuing Education, Mississippi Department of Education, 
and Mississippi Historical Society.
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