The Robin Hood of the Mississippi Civil Rights and

Human Rights Movements
Objectives:
Students will use the newspaper article “A fight for rights: Movements Robin Hood Unmasked”
from The Clarion-Ledger by Jerry Mitchell to become more knowledgeable about the significance
in the development of American constitutional democracy.

The Robin Hood of the Mississippi Civil Rights and Human Rights Movements lesson plan is
adaptable for grades 8 - 12.

Curricular Connections

2 9th Grade Mississippi Studies 4c, 5d

E U.S. History from Reconstruction to Present 2a, 2¢, 4e, 7c

% African American Studies 4d, 5b, 6d

3 Problems in Democracy 2b, 2¢, 2d, 3a, 5d
; £ | Grades 6-8 RH1,2,4,8,WHST 1,2,4,7,8,9
g § ::gfo Grades 9-10 RH1,2,3,7; WHST 1,2,4,7,8,9
S E: Grades 11-12 RH1,2; WHST 1,2,4,7,8,9
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The Robin Hood of the Mississippi Civil Rights and Human Rights
Movements

Objectives: Students will use the newspaper article “A fight for rights: Movement’s Robin Hood Unmasked”
from The Clarion-Ledger by Jerry Mitchell to become more knowledgeable with the development of American
constitutional democracy. This lesson may be adaptable for several grade levels and specific subject matter.

Materials: “A fight for rights: Movement’s Robin Hood Unmasked” from The Clarion-Ledger handout, Robin
Hood Civil Rights Movement worksheet, dictionary or online dictionary, Internet.

Procedures:

Activity One: The Robin Hood of the Civil Rights Movement

1.

Have students read through the article “A fight for rights: Movement’s Robin Hood Unmasked” by
Jerry Mitchell from The Clarion-Ledger.

. After reading the article have the students complete the Robin Hood Civil Rights worksheet using the

article, dictionary, and/or Internet research.

. Have students discuss the article and Eddie Sandifer. Discuss how he might relate to and be received

in a movement other than the Civil Rights Movement and in today’s social system.

Activity Two: Student Essays

1.

2.

Divide class into groups and assign them to research either the United Farm Workers or the National

Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), two of the organizations that Sandifer

wanted to support with donations.
Have the teams write essays present the findings to the class and lead discussions on the information
they found.

a. What is the mission of each organization?

b. What is the main focus of the work of each group?

c. When and where were they established and how does that explain their mission?

d. Are these groups still active today?

e. Would you be interested in helping these groups with their mission? Why or Why not?

. How do you think these groups have made an impact on American history and society?

Activity Three: Persuading Others to a Cause

1.
2.

Divide students into groups of 4-5.
Identify various local, national, or international civil rights organizations such as the UFW, NAACP,
WWE UNESCO, PETA, Greenpeace, Islamic Human Rights Commission, Southern Poverty Law
Center, William Winter Institute for Racial Reconciliation, GLAAD, UNICEF, Amnesty International,
Children’s Defense Fund, ACLU, etc.
Using the Internet, have students research the mission, goals, and strategies of their assigned
organization and complete a promotional packet representing the organization that includes any or
all of the following:

a. website

b. print advertisement

c. commercial

d. newspaper article

e. political platform 2
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f. poster
4. Encourage students to view the organization through the eyes of those who are committed to its
cause and remain respectful of the views of others.
5. Allow them to share or display their completed projects with the class.

Extension Activities:

1. Have students do research on organizations that help people in need and have them write an essay on
the reason that organization is deserving of assistance and what difference the class could make by
helping them. As a class choose one of the organizations then plan, organize and carry out a fund-
raiser and donate the money made.

2. What is the difference between fact and legend and how is each constructed? Compare and contrast
the story of England’s Robin Hood with that of Brookhaven’s Eddie Sandifer and discuss the validity
of each.

Copyright 2015. Mississippi Department of Archives and History.



Pathe @larion Tedgee

A GANHMETT el Py, M

SURDEY. IUINE 22 2014 » MISSISSIFRETS BFORMATION SOURCE clanonicdger.com
|ANALY SIS
Bizarre
race set
to end

Cochran-McDar
vote Tuesday

|y et pender

Pm Eae ey e

The M4 UL Senale LN
Jprimary i SNeesisamn v |

domn. s o ol 1_
mualasdegeiyg el bidarre -u.un
|_l] Bl G R bR B FTNTE H.il-'l':h

hﬂd-n!-mﬂ-iﬂu*

ran Tades & runell wih chal- g
lrrger wials

INSIDE 3  Chrs

TAET et Sl [hareie af-

S Bs pereis o @

e Tt Hood unmasked

June 1 NicTiandel led by bess OHLINE

m:: 1500 of tha 319,000 vooes By berry Mischall [ 4 Gamediley

L Vil L s | W S
McDanbel has 1ea party sup e 4" 124

pairt mmad o b Tired wip By GAl L

Washimgiom  sentunen T
ran Bas Bhe & of e
wsty'n (1P wbiriveid . anad

Bt Rryingd 10 [alll i oefme 1l
penadents o Desacrats

i thee dasmd --rnrw-'htm
1963, he sligpod 10 NS g et
Tromt of & jewelry store in
Hroakhayen andl
smashed e windem mizh
W glads ok boblke.
He crawed e aml
shined Fus flashlght oa
i disglay cases sfulf-
ing &8 MaARY Mol & ha could
InSo i :
Whn watch said tun min
utes wene @, e criwlsd back ol
#nd hopped o his s2ifl ronning
Eriamny il
Tha driver hir the gas_ cnmsing
the raflread tracks in hime o Beal
rh& rasEn
Pelice treed 10 puress, bux by
Flur time 1y rea b 1he trncks.
the frain was ko kg their way
Thee |nu'.:|u| WS e 0 & -
ries, carmied oul @ Mississippd 1
TEinE Ry for the civil rlﬁh:'l
maveEnEn] snd GiFilaF causes
Now. & hall contury laber, The
Clarion-Ledger has  discoverml
e bty of ke man desiribed
8 “Eoben Hoed for the oivil
rights move el ™

s RO,
Pags 11N

'I

ha, Dkl Smrschifar v sbecewrt i Bhis TIT: pharbasgrapeh Rakoen By
p:r.:::mmwmnw"n'l.' R Lo DAMDIER, Page 114

June 22, 2014 . MDAH Archives and Records Services. Used with the permission of The Clarion-Ledger.

Copyright 2015. Mississippi Department of Archives and History.




Sandifer

Ermilirmaed] b Page 14
Hullmlil%dhm

T Epar where
Arkanass s Tevas tomsch T
mu ot & nETiang

L] caring for
peakichks.

FROM THE FRONT

Eddiw Larsifar of fackage hay spnt much of his Bfe sivocaing Tor

ey Fighita il chell rigghit. wm 1 res oo Lo

ger s besr. He neaded 5 quick-
T Wy

Alter claing lime one
M“rduu]-hmnm'nln:?.f

|

Bl whn B cmashed the
warahrw, “all hell ook lmse ™

o .

He amxd hin driver made #
seross the irscks in tinsc. Tha
police didn'c

=&l the e afal by ey

vt adkd
Hl:!I.I.IH‘IH % .

bhis last because this time he
CRUEST NG 10 sell the

theer, who was Gl
Although the statmte of lim-
Mabas hid bad passod. he re-
s hestiang o (alk wbour
the other sores b hurglar-

i e e
| RLER LRI Ee ]

Gulf Coast. e sad
In all, thwere wery six jewsl-
ry sdores, “and that was it be

said "Afer ikal, | weni @
Parchman *

[ |
The home whare
Eandifer hired khim
hack as pdmminasrraor.
He continwn) givieg tocivil
orpasitabiong and ofher

rkis
this oime from the Dall-
m:yk P vl

i
i

i

have 10 move out of & commu
nify 1o koep Chair bowses from
down.”

HIY patients, be e

The paticals mcluded male
and female, black and whire,
Fore bl =0 huad files o s 6060

writh HIY, myeest ol Ehesm
in Mississigni. They camse
Irom Ceesrgn, Louksinng, Mis-
lhgtﬂumdm-mu.'
houe eperated unkil

197 wihen Danding P ol

Two years later, Sandifpr
bacams p':_-r of the Southern
AlDSE EU P LT 15
s s 1 b St heere Healrh
Cormmiss s

“When Eddie firsé staried
working lor me, ho told me he
wold glve me 10 vears bilfore
he retired,” rocalled Alosen
Dhikcs. whe beads the com-
mEIRsaon, = INow IUE e 20, amd
h::rll:l'[lhm'lnrh:nd"

& prajisd Sandiler &8 &
great phoneer for the civil
rights movement, for hunsas
rights, and for HIV and ATDE

“He's made =0 many sacTi
ficen, paied w0 much oot of his

Copyright 2015. Mississippi Department of Archives and History.

12K » SUNGRY, UBF 23 3084 » Clideea FOGIEC0M = THE CLASIOMAEDGER

vorig .
He ke |I.i|'-'l= atwngl
M'ﬂ' beisg & “Hobin

had Aever guestioned  Him

IE,

He sasd i
L
of cthers before his own.~
Sandifer hiz
spoaks for itsell.

He 1 e cremated,
bant i et B & bl

Pone, ks is what d should
sy “Hie did s bpst =




Date:

Name:

Robin Hood Civil Rights Movement

Use this worksheet to analyze the article “The Robin Hood of the Civil Rights Movement” by Jerry Mitchell
from The Clarion-Ledger. Analyze the questions and answer them in your own words as you discuss the

following topics:

1. Define human rights.

2. a. Define respect.

b. Define disrespect.

3. Who was the original Robin Hood?

4. Why is Eddie Sandifer called the Robin Hood of the civil rights and human rights movements?

5. What did Eddie Sandifer do to help the civil rights and human rights movements?

6. What is the definition of pioneer?
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7. How did Eddie Sandifer become a pioneer of these movements?

8. Could he be called an outlaw? Why or why not?

9.a. Isitacceptable to steal or take something away from a person you think is not worthy and give the item to
those you think are more worthy? Why or why not?

b. If you steal something from a person or business, are you showing them respect? Explain.

10. Consider the statement ‘Does the end result justify the means?” in relation to Eddie Sandifer. Do you agree or
disagree with the statement? Why or why not?

11. Analyze and discuss the other ways Eddie Sandifer could have gotten donations for his two causes. If you had
been in a similar situation, what would you have done and why?
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Name: KEY Date:

Robin Hood Civil Rights Movement

Use this worksheet to analyze the article “The Robin Hood of the Civil Rights Movement” by Jerry Mitchell
from The Clarion-Ledger. Analyze the questions and answer them in your own words as you discuss the
following topics:

1. Define human rightsThe rights of personal liberty guaranteed to U.S. citizens by the 13th and 14th
amendments to the Constitution and by acts of Congress.

To have reference or regard for a person or thing/or anti-abuse and misuse.

2. a. Define respect.

b. Define disrespect. It’s the opposite of respect, which would be to not hold in regard or to misuse

and abuse.

3. Who was the original Robin Hood? _A legendary British outlaw famed for robbing the rich and giving to

the poor to balance living standards making everyone equal.

4. Why is Eddie Sandifer called the Robin Hood of the civil rights and human rights movements? _He bur-

whites and the gays equal to straight people. Then he wanted to aid the HIV positive people. Then he

wanted better conditions and treatment of those in nursing homes.

5. What did Eddie Sandifer do to help the civil rights and human rights movements?

He broke into six jewelry stores and took expensive items and then sold them and gave the money to the

organizations he deemed in need of money to succeed.

6. What is the definition of pioneer? To originate/ begin or to take part in a new development/or to be

the first with a new thought or do something that has not been done before.
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He became an activist because he

7. How did Eddie Sandifer become a pioneer of these two movements?

wanted these rights to be successful in bettering the lives of the people involved.

8. Could he be called an outlaw? Why or why not?

9.a. Isitacceptable to steal or take something away from a person you think is not worthy and give the item to
those you think are more worthy? Why or why not?

b. If you steal something from a person or business, are you showing them respect? Explain.

10. Consider the statement ‘Does the end result justify the means?” in relation to Eddie Sandifer. Do you agree or
disagree with the statement? Why or why not?

11. Analyze and discuss the other ways Eddie Sandifer could have gotten donations for his two causes. If you had
been in a similar situation, what would you have done and why?
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MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY LESSON PLANS
TEACHER EVALUATION
COMPLETE BOTH SIDES AND PLEASE MAIL OR FAX TO THE ADDRESS ON THE NEXT PAGE. THANK YOU!

TEACHER NAME

SCHOOL NAME & ADDRESS

EMAIL (OPTIONAL)

TOTAL NUMBER OF STUDENTS GRADE LEVEL

LESSON TITLE 1he Robin Hood of the Mississippi Civil Rights and Human Rights Movements

1. In your opinion, did this unit elicit better than average student response; if so, how?

2. Which segments of the unit exceeded your students’ attention span?

3. Will this unit be of assistance to you in developing future classroom activities; if so, how?

4. How did this unit add to your earlier teaching on the same subject?

5. Would this teaching unit be handier to use as a:

___multi-day unit ___multi-week unit ___ other

6. Were the activities and lessons appropriate for your students? How?

10
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Please rate the following lesson materials and activities by circling the appropriate number.
4=excellent, 3=good, 2=average, 1=inadequate

Directions and Notes
Curricular Connections
Student Worksheets
Interactive Activities
Historic Images
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Activity One: The Robin Hood of the Civil Rights Movement
Activity Two: Student Essays

Activity Three: Persuading Others to a Cause

Extension Activities

Overall Lesson
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We would appreciate any additional comments on this teaching unit and any suggestions for improvement.
Comments may be entered in the space below.

Museum Division
Mississippi Department of Archives and History
P.O. Box 571, Jackson, MS 39205
Phone: 601-576-6800 Fax: 601-576-6815 11

outreachprograms@mdah.state.ms.us
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