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Lesson Two: Becoming a Slave
Objective:
Students will discover the process and practices of an 1800s slave market through reading primary source documents 
that relate the experience of being in a slave market from various perspectives. Then, students will research and write 
their own short story.

Materials: Being Bought and Sold excerpts by Ingraham and ex-slaves; Source Tracking worksheet; Peggie Peacock Kelly 
Letter.

Procedures:

Activity One: Being Bought and Sold
1.	 Distribute the excerpt from J.H. Ingraham’s 1835 book, The Southwest by a Yankee. Have students read about 

this white man’s visit to the Forks of the Road Slave Market in Natchez with his friend who purchased two slaves.
2.	 Divide the students into three or four groups and distribute the excerpts from the 1936-1941 Federal Writers’ 

Project oral histories from ex-slaves. Discuss as a class the different perspectives of being bought and sold by a 
white man and the African American slaves.

3.	 To see additional transcripts of oral histories by ex-slaves, go to http://www.mdah.ms.gov/arrec/digital_archives/
series/436.

Activity Two: Creative Writing Tactics
1.	 After students have read the non-fictional accounts of slave markets, have them research and write their own 

fictional short story about a similar event.
2.	 Arrange for research time in the school library and any training that is necessary to help students locate research 

materials. Distribute the Source Tracking worksheet to students to assist them in organizing their notes.
3.	 Give students the opportunity to craft a short story based on their research about slave markets.

Extension Activity: A Prince Among Slaves
•	 View Prince Among Slaves, the true story of Abdul Rahman Ibrahima Sori, an African prince who was sold to slave 

traders, brought to Natchez, Mississippi, and sold into slavery. The film focuses on Ibrahima’s journey from Africa to 
America, his life as a slave, and his struggle to gain freedom. Produced by Unity Productions Foundation in associa-
tion with Spark Media and Duke Media, 2008. 60 minutes, color. Fourth grade to adult.

This film can be borrowed free of charge from the Mississippi History on Loan Collection. Go to http://www.mdah.
ms.gov/new/learn/classroom-materials/mississippi-history-on-loan-film-collection/ or contact the Outreach Pro-
grams Coordinator at 601-576-6997.

•	 Read Prince Among Slaves: The True Story of an African Prince Sold into Slavery in the American South by Terry Al-
ford. New York: Oxford University Press, 1977. 284 pages.

Extension Activity: The Legacy of Slavery
•	 Read the 1892 letter by Peggie Peacock Kelly asking for information about her family, from whom she was sold away 

from and had no later contact with. Discuss with your class the continuing ramifications of slavery upon African 
American families into the Reconstruction era and beyond.

http://www.mdah.ms.gov/arrec/digital_archives/series/436
http://www.mdah.ms.gov/arrec/digital_archives/series/436
http://www.mdah.ms.gov/new/learn/classroom-materials/mississippi-history-on-loan-film-collection/
http://www.mdah.ms.gov/new/learn/classroom-materials/mississippi-history-on-loan-film-collection/
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Being Bought and Sold

Read this excerpt from the 1835 book The 
Southwest by a Yankee about a visit to the 
Forks of the Road Slave Market in Natchez. 
This was the first book written by J.H. In-
graham, a white male from the north who 
settled in Mississippi in 1830 when he was 
around the age of 20. He later went on to 
publish several novels. 

Then, read the excerpts of oral histories by 
ex-slaves about their own experiences being 
bought and sold. Collected between 1936 
and 1941 by the Federal Writers’ Project, 
these interviews were usually conducted by 
white women who interviewed the aging 
ex-slaves. For additional oral histories by ex-
slaves go to http://www.mdah.ms.gov/arrec/
digital_archives/series/436.

Compare and contrast the different view-
points of being in a slave market.

AUCTION SALE!
Will be sold, by public auction, before the capitol, in the city of Jackson, 
on Monday, January 21, 1856, the following named slaves: -

One woman and her three children, Mary, William, and Red;
One boy, named Felix, aged 16 years;
One boy, named ______ , aged 13 years;
One girl, named Louisa, aged 14 years;
Terms, cash.			   H. SPENGLER

				    ROS. NAURGANG,
Jan. 4 – tds 			   C. MULLER

Jackson Mississippian, January, 1856

http://www.mdah.ms.gov/arrec/digital_archives/series/436
http://www.mdah.ms.gov/arrec/digital_archives/series/436
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The Southwest by a Yankee. By J.H. Ingraham, 1835.
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Oral History of George Coleman, age 108, Holly Grove, Mississippi
Interview by Ann C. Ellison



Copyright 2013 Mississippi Department of Archives and History

7

Oral History of Jerry Eubanks, age 91, Columbus, Mississippi
Interview by Mrs. Ed Joiner
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Oral History of Charity Jones, age 84, Friars Point, Mississippi
Interview by Florence F. Montroy
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Oral History of Mary Jane Jones, age 94, Warren County, Mississippi
Interview by Lois B. Lawrence
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NAME:  _________________________________________________________________  DATE:  ____________________ 

Source Tracking Worksheet

Oftentimes, when authors write fictional stories based on historical events they perform extensive research 
to ensure they include actual facts and depict appropriate character behavior. Fictional stories require many 
hours of research and the use of both primary and secondary sources. Primary sources are first-hand accounts 
of an event from someone who witnessed the event. A primary source could be a diary, letter, or official 
government document, among other things. Secondary sources are written by authors removed from an event 
but who use primary sources to interpret and analyze it. Examples of secondary sources include biographies, 
magazine articles, and textbooks.

Use the source tracking cards that follow to perform your own research in preparation to write a fictional 
account of a slave market. Look at the source card below to see how The Southwest by a Yankee could 
influence a story.

NAME:  EXAMPLE _________________________________________________________  DATE:  date source accessed      

Title of Source The Southwest by a Yankee                                                                                                                           

Author J.H. Ingraham                                                                                                                                                                 

Place of Publication New York			           Publisher Harper’s                                                                

Date of Publication 1835_________ Library Call Number 917.6/In4s/v.1_______ Primary or Secondary Source?

Two sentence synopsis of source:
The author describes the places and people he met and the events he witnessed during his travels throughout 
the southern United States in the first half of the 19th century. This particular chapter focuses on his visit to 
Forks of the Road in Natchez, one of the largest and busiest slave markets in the South.

Quote and page number of the most important fact within source:
“Each was dressed in the usual uniform of slaves, when in market, consisting of a fashionable shaped, black fur 
hat, roundabout and trousers of coarse corduroy velvet, precisely such as are worn by Irish labourers, when 
they first come over the water, good vests, strong shoes, and white cotton shirts completed their equipment.” 
page 193

How I will use this source in my writing:
I will use the above quote to describe the clothing worn by the slaves in my story.
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NAME:  _________________________________________________________________  DATE:  ____________________ 

Title of Source ______________________________________________________________________________

Author ____________________________________________________________________________________

Place of Publication _______________________________ Publisher __________________________________ 

Date of Publication _____________ Library Call Number ___________________ Primary or Secondary Source?

Two sentence synopsis of source:

Quote and page number of the most important fact within source:

How I will use this source in my writing:

NAME:  _________________________________________________________________  DATE:  ____________________ 

Title of Source ______________________________________________________________________________

Author ____________________________________________________________________________________

Place of Publication _______________________________ Publisher __________________________________ 

Date of Publication _____________ Library Call Number ___________________ Primary or Secondary Source?

Two sentence synopsis of source:

Quote and page number of the most important fact within source:

How I will use this source in my writing:



12

Copyright 2013 Mississippi Department of Archives and History

Peggie Peacock Kelly Letter
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Peggie Peacock Kelly Letter

Not much is known about Peggie Peacock Kelly but she was born a slave, most likely on William Peacock’s 
Tennessee plantation in 1823. She was subsequently sold away from her family and then to a series of later 
owners. The 1900 federal census of Oktibbeha County lists her as a widowed housekeeper living in Starkville, 
Mississippi. There is no record of when she died. This rare letter from 1892, written when Kelly was in her 70s, 
is evidence of the continuing impact that slavery had on families. The letter also pre-dates by several decades 
an interest in African American genealogy, an area of research that did not become widespread until the Civil 
Rights Movement of the 1960s and which continues today.

TRANSCRIPT:

Direct ans in Rev. J.H. Nichols

					     Starkville, Miss. Jan. 31/92
Mr. William Peacock.
	 Shelbyville Tenn.
Dear Sir or Friends
I am trying to find my mother and father. My father’s name was named 
Prince, and mother’s name was Rose. 
They both belong to above Peacock.
They had four children when I was sold. 
Their names Peggie, Isaac, John, and George and I had two half sisters 
belonging to Old Thomas Peacock.
I was sold to James Wortham in Ky. where I lived 3 years then he sold 
me to Jack Tucker, and then was sold to Evan Davis in this state.
	 Any information given of any or the where abouts of them will 
be thankfully rec’d Let me know if they are dead or alive.
	 My name was Peggie one of the children of Prince and Rose.
					     Your inquiring friend,
							       Peggie Kelly now
was Peggie Peacock


