Lesson Two: Becoming a Slave

Objective:

Students will discover the process and practices of an 1800s slave market through reading primary source documents
that relate the experience of being in a slave market from various perspectives. Then, students will research and write
their own short story.

Materials: Being Bought and Sold excerpts by Ingraham and ex-slaves; Source Tracking worksheet; Peggie Peacock Kelly
Letter.

Procedures:

Activity One: Being Bought and Sold
1. Distribute the excerpt from J.H. Ingraham’s 1835 book, The Southwest by a Yankee. Have students read about
this white man’s visit to the Forks of the Road Slave Market in Natchez with his friend who purchased two slaves.
2. Divide the students into three or four groups and distribute the excerpts from the 1936-1941 Federal Writers’
Project oral histories from ex-slaves. Discuss as a class the different perspectives of being bought and sold by a
white man and the African American slaves.
3. To see additional transcripts of oral histories by ex-slaves, go to http://www.mdah.ms.gov/arrec/digital_archives/

series/436.

Activity Two: Creative Writing Tactics
1. After students have read the non-fictional accounts of slave markets, have them research and write their own
fictional short story about a similar event.
2. Arrange for research time in the school library and any training that is necessary to help students locate research
materials. Distribute the Source Tracking worksheet to students to assist them in organizing their notes.
3. Give students the opportunity to craft a short story based on their research about slave markets.

Extension Activity: A Prince Among Slaves

e View Prince Among Slaves, the true story of Abdul Rahman Ibrahima Sori, an African prince who was sold to slave
traders, brought to Natchez, Mississippi, and sold into slavery. The film focuses on Ibrahima’s journey from Africa to
America, his life as a slave, and his struggle to gain freedom. Produced by Unity Productions Foundation in associa-
tion with Spark Media and Duke Media, 2008. 60 minutes, color. Fourth grade to adult.

This film can be borrowed free of charge from the Mississippi History on Loan Collection. Go to http://www.mdah.
ms.gov/new/learn/classroom-materials/mississippi-history-on-loan-film-collection/ or contact the Outreach Pro-
grams Coordinator at 601-576-6997.

e Read Prince Among Slaves: The True Story of an African Prince Sold into Slavery in the American South by Terry Al-
ford. New York: Oxford University Press, 1977. 284 pages.

Extension Activity: The Legacy of Slavery

e Read the 1892 letter by Peggie Peacock Kelly asking for information about her family, from whom she was sold away
from and had no later contact with. Discuss with your class the continuing ramifications of slavery upon African
American families into the Reconstruction era and beyond.



http://www.mdah.ms.gov/arrec/digital_archives/series/436
http://www.mdah.ms.gov/arrec/digital_archives/series/436
http://www.mdah.ms.gov/new/learn/classroom-materials/mississippi-history-on-loan-film-collection/
http://www.mdah.ms.gov/new/learn/classroom-materials/mississippi-history-on-loan-film-collection/

Being Bought and Sold

Read this excerpt from the 1835 book The
Southwest by a Yankee about a visit to the
Forks of the Road Slave Market in Natchez.
This was the first book written by J.H. In-
graham, a white male from the north who
settled in Mississippi in 1830 when he was
around the age of 20. He later went on to
publish several novels.

Then, read the excerpts of oral histories by
ex-slaves about their own experiences being
bought and sold. Collected between 1936
and 1941 by the Federal Writers’ Project,
these interviews were usually conducted by
white women who interviewed the aging
ex-slaves. For additional oral histories by ex-
slaves go to http://www.mdah.ms.gov/arrec/
digital_archives/series/436.

Compare and contrast the different view-
points of being in a slave market.
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AUCTION SALE!

‘i’

Will be sold, by public auction, before the capitol, in the city of Jackson,
on Monday, January 21, 1856, the following named slaves: -

One woman and her three children, Mary, William, and Red;
One boy, named Felix, aged 16 years;

One boy, named , aged 13 years;

One girl, named Louisa, aged 14 years;

Terms, cash. H. SPENGLER
ROS. NAURGANG,
Jan. 4 —tds C. MULLER

Jackson Mississippian, January, 1856



http://www.mdah.ms.gov/arrec/digital_archives/series/436
http://www.mdah.ms.gov/arrec/digital_archives/series/436

The Southwest by a Yankee. By J.H. Ingraham, 1835.

THE SLAVE MAREKET. 193

“This is the slave market,” said my companion,

nting to a bmldmg in the rear; and alighting,

we left our horses in charge of a neatly dressed

yellow boy belonging to the establishment. En-

tering through a wide gate into a narrow court-yard, .

partially enclosed by low buildings, a scene of a

novel character was at once presented. A line of

negroes, commencing at the entrance with the tall-

est, who was not more than five feet eight or nine

inches in height—for negroes are a low rather than '

atall race of ‘men—down to a little fellow about

ten years of age, extended in a semicircle around

the right side of the yard. There were in all about

forty. Each was dressed in the usual uniform of

slaves, when in market, consisting of a fashionably

shaped, black fur hat, roundabout and trowsers of ‘
coarse corduroy velvet, precisely such as are worn
by Ir;.sh labourers, when they first ¢ come over the
/ﬁvateil'g igood vests, strong shoes, and white cotton
 shirts, ‘completed their equipment. This dress they
lay aside after they are sold, or wear out as soon
a8 may be; for the negro dislikes to retain the indi-
Cation of his having recently been in the market.

~ With their hats in their hands, which hung down
by their sides, they stood perfectly still, and in close
order, while some gentlemen were passing from

~ One to another examining for the purpose of buying.

- With the exception of displaying their teeth when
“addressed, and rolling their great white eyes about

the court—they were so many statues of the most

glossy ebony. As we entered the mart, one of the

lave merchants—for a “lot” of slaves is usually

R 2




*

pue polpuny ouru o¥el [[im T jnq ‘SIe[[op pues
-noY} oUO Je WIY P[OY 9ARY T, ‘9A®[S snowenboj
Ajrensnun o1y 03 suonsonb orowr moy v Sumind 1aype
‘royuerd oyy pexmbur ; 1s ‘Aoq sty J0j yse nok op
JRY AN »,  SOSIOY AW pIM 10qou Inq ,, ‘Aronb 9se] 913 03
o8100x) perjder ‘owuriouwos pew 108 9 ,, ;poreduey
poo8 nok ere ;ejjedde pooS e Mok orey—sord9[s
mof dn jor—spuey ok uodo—onSuo} inok—
o9} ok oo9s owr jory,, -roseryoind popudlul oYl
oy suorsonb Tensn oY) Jo SALIS B AUIRI U,
out Anq 01 oum8 nof ji ‘r9)sRUL

‘107 Anq ok Aysim | *J0] 9p UI 9197 OFiM MU 0T

1 1mq ‘puowyory] ut 9Jim Sunok Joi T ‘19ISBUL ‘SO ,,
«i 9Jim © nok eAeyy, Ieok Inoj uep elow ‘oge

-IED SNSSIUL 9[0 OAOIP | “I9ISBUI ‘S0K ,, j OSeLiIed

saojsewr anok oAup nok piq, AuuwiSiipy pooiq
T[0J oW ‘103SBW ‘§0f ,,  0iBou eruifirp e o1e nok
USY,, . AuuiSIiipp ul ey s, 1 19)SBUL U(),,
«i PosTeI MoK 010M OIOTYA ,, 20Ip-A1maml noq,
9I0MOWIOS L] 9AQI[—A[10BZ, “IIS “09][0991 1,UOD
1, 'pexmbur oq joS100x) ‘nok ore pio mof,
-1oseyoind popuerur suy
uodn ‘oousIofIpul JO 118 UE YIIM FNOT) ‘@ousFi[ferut
30 09180p owos M Poaxoo] pue ‘our| oy woij dajs
® pooueape ‘sdi] jo ared snouwrzoue ue Surjeq ‘9oer
pooS pue omSy ouy ® YIM ‘0ITou pPOINO[0I-1YSI]
® Yumyuof o1y jno dojs ‘ofioox),, ¢ oy pres
(T8 ‘nok ms Lewr yurg) T ouo ST 010, | URH
-or02 Y ,, ‘puoliy A jo 1opexl,, oy} paambur ; Anq
01 juem nok pip xenonied Ul 99IAIOS JRYM IO ,,
‘10jje0Ioy A[[uy olow asayl jo yeods [[eys T ‘Jesi £q
SSE[D JOUNSIPE SOIMIIISUO0D YOO YFnoy} ‘Toplo toirodns

C61 *HSVHOUNL V

.s£oq poyeuITiousp s£es[e o1e £)10J 10pUn 05¢ LU JO SOATIS OB x

® JO SOSSB[D WIIOJ SOAR]S A110 pue O1ISIWO(] ‘soroads
wewIny () JO 9[eOS Oy} UL 9PBIF J80MO] PUR ‘SIAR]S
J0 U1 }SOMO] 91 AININISUOD OSVYJ,  "ISIOY PASELLD
-ind ® jo ssouoAlssed a1 YIIM ISYIOUL 0] OUO WO} PI
-puey 018 £97)-—¢ 90USIOJJIPUI JO 103U & ST S101SLUI JO
oSueyo © Sse STR O, s1oolqns oty oxe Koy yorgM
w sonidwio ONSOUIOP SNI[ 9SAY) JO ASNOY OUYM.
o) sy 1e0id,, oy umyl SuI[[omMP s uewIo[uos
110 Aue 10 ‘19981940 IO I9)SBUL I3} UBY) uos1ad
angm 10730 Aue oos woppes ayif Suof ® ysnoxy) oym
‘go[RUI O} UBY) SO[RUIDY O} YILM OS 910U pUE “Ie[nor]
-red ur SpuRy POy Y} [IIM 0SEI 9Y} ST SIJ, ‘U
-folus 10 woniexe TeotsAyd ur pessed ‘@ouelsIXd [BU
-ue 910Ul ST o1 ‘WAY} Jo Ayjerousd oy} 0, "ssoU
-ISROUN YONW WIOY) 9AIS I9A0U SUOTIOO[II IIBY) Pue
‘sopuejsunoxo Aue £q patoagye AjSuons wopes aIe
go01Fou ng  ‘SOIUNSIP SININJ SI PULTITOD PUE 19]
-SBUI ST OUI029( U00s Aewr I05uens L1040 10 ‘OAT[S
oy} 0 JueAs jueloduWIun UR SUBOUI OU £q st jrew ®
ojuT 10SURHS ® JO 0OUBIUS O], 9OUR|S [BUOISEI0
e £q poourss jey uey) ArsoLmd Jo suSls 19710 OU
pokenoq suomeAIdsqo sIf Jo s109[qns oarssed oy1—
[ENPIAIPUI (O8O 1940 J00F 0} PLIY WOIf s90UR[3 91 SB
soA®[s Jo 19Anq o1} 01 Ternoad ooy Te[nIurs 1B} Sur
-a1§—ofo Surzunnios e YIIm ‘Oul[ oY} Fuore possed
puoryy Aur se pue ¢ Ieseroind B Se 19710 oY) “I05E)
-9ads snoumd © se sn jo ouo ‘wory payoroidde o
—,[19YIRUL 0JUT OUIRD I9AD SE O] B OUY S 9ARY ]
+i SKoq Jo 307 Aux oururexD 03 AYI[ NOA P[NOA | TOW
-op1ue$ ‘Sururour poox) ,, Surkes ‘sn poyoroxdde-—sien
-PIATpUI 90111 10 0M) Aq ‘poumo 10U JT ‘parueduwoove

‘SEAVIS HHL 0 HONVINAA 761




‘9[oSNUI pue U0 JO SUOIJRUIqUIOD [njtamod Ewhwam,,
pareadde woym jo [eroses ‘posersind arom so0sF
-9U I9NJ0 OWOS  "JIBUIL 9y} dABI] 0} J[0519Y oiedord
0] JU9M ‘IOpRI} O[] JO PUBIOD oYl JB ‘Pur {pa
-seyoand Apeoare ySnoqy se peyySijep yonur se sem
1S 1ood oyy, -roy oseyomnd prnom oy ‘IO Yjm
posea|d a1om sotpe| 9y} JT pue ¢ Ajwuey sIy 0} oy
o3e] p[nom oY pies off - sie[jop Ay pue paipury
uoA9s sem 9o1d IO[ IOUOIl PUBR ‘OSINU ‘SSOIISTURAS
se samiqedeo 1oy (1S oyl jo pammbur pur ‘sosefs
arewIo) JO oull suy}- payoroxdde rejuerd ay,y, -pouies
-u0o Ajjenbs o1om [[® YoM Ul SUONILSURY OY) Wl
18910jul IOT[OAT] & ‘AfjeroueS ‘aye) o3 pareedde pue
‘soo104 possorddns ur 10130 Yoo YILM SuLIe}jRyd pue
SurySne[ Ajpueisuos a19m 1nq ‘sojewr oy} Aq posles
-0 90UQIS 9A®BIS 9y} 0} pourdIosIp 9q JOU P[nod
Loyy, . Apu,, pue jeou Ajpwenxe sem 9ouelead
-de ojoym Itey ], ‘speoy aroty uodn ‘ssoiSou o1 o)
rermoad opour ® ui pary ‘syaryoroy Aouey pue ‘sodes
pue suoxde o3IYm ‘SID0If 0OI[ED JBAU UL PISSAIP
‘roquunu ut £juemi noqe orom AoyJ, ‘3N0d o
JO opIs 137 oY1 Suo[e POPULIXS! ‘SO[LUIS] JO OUI] B
os[e sem safewr jo aurf a1 o} oysodd(y  xerueld oy
jo Ajdox oy Aorxue yum Surream ses oym ‘00Ul
-91unoo A9AT[ ® pue amSy [eouas e M ‘uesyySe
noqe ‘(a8 opemua 1ySiaq e o1 Sunurod ‘oy pres ‘1
-SRUI ‘0 OUS QIOF] ,, j 9BI09x) ‘OUS ST OIOYAA »
«Bun £10q9 pue sjuys
00U 9p OYRUI—OSINU POOS ue ssomswess pood
oys—{uS poo3 ' pue oJiM pooS oyg AumSIp
WOIj SUI0D T 90UIS ‘OJiM K ,,—i OURL ST OYA »
«—ouer Anq se poo$ 0s 9q P[NOM IOISBUI JI—Ing

L61 "HAIM V ONIAONG

—ro1semt ‘vopred Soq—ing -jueAres pooS ' nok
oyew J ¢ 95109x) Anq 10j A110s oq 10A9U MOL ‘a3jsRWI
Sunox ,, ‘pres pue ‘reseyoind sy oy ‘Ajnpoedsex
Kroa ‘puey uwl 7Ry ‘owred 95109x) ‘suorueduiod siy
JO 9A®9[ Sulye) 0V ,INOQ, 9I9Y IBYM 9WOS UOI}
-ejueld uo qip oy ¢AQIoez jou ‘oN,, ‘Ieyjour pres
«i OAT[ 9] IBtM—0q I0)SEUI ,NOA OYM MOUY NOK ,,

( 00] U00S owod urn} ok ,, ¢oFr0ax) payysiep
oty porder ‘Apreyy ‘umx 1eqeu nofk ‘yg yomb
0s 10s 398 01 ,, ‘Y Sure[MIeISU0D ‘Quo pres ,95100x)
‘Axony £yySrw nox ,, ‘JesAw pue puany Aw jdooxa
3J0] SurA®y SIOYSIA Y} [[@ “4IN0D 9} INOge SUTAOUX
pue ‘A119q1 1@ oIOW 90UO MOU olom ‘siaseyoind
07 umoys aq 03 A[uo oui ojur dn umeIp usaq SurAey
‘oym ‘suotuedwiod SIY JO [€I9ADS JO 9ABD] 0O} puE
POUINIOI 9 SOINUIWL MOJ © U]  *d[pUN( 9[II] SIY I0]

sBurp[ing oy3 03 Jjo pepunoq ueyj pue ‘paseajd 93mb
£puaredde suoruedwos sy uodn pojrws pue ‘s3urpn
o3 1 poyrjeid poreodde oy  ‘wiry yum oS o3 Apeax
108 ¢ nofk jySunoq seq ueweued oy ‘eF100x) ,, ‘mIy
0] pIes I0peI} 97} USYM pue ‘uo SuloF suonenjogou
oy} ur poureouooun Apjueredde ‘puey sy ur g STY

YNm ‘Aq pools OIIYMUBIW oY)} UI ‘0F1009K) “Ia][es
oy} Jo jueilEMm 9y} U0 A[oloUr PUR ‘DOLIJUN SIUBAIOS
Surseyoind ut £yeyes 100510d [eI0USST UI ST OIOY) OF
*PoATOSSIp ST 9[es 97} 9ySnoq axe Loy} YOIy 10] 99TA
-108 Ie[nonred oyj 1oy payipenbun oaoxd sjuearss ju
e} ‘poojsiopun AJerouas ‘1oAomor] ‘st 1]  *SIIUOTL

_1noj ye—soae[s 1oj guifed jo Aem Arewrojsno or}—

toded o[qerjoSeu Surars ‘A1jy pue peipuny oulu jB
oaSou o1 300} uoruedwos Awr pur ‘papn[ou0s $9INU
-t mof & Ul sem ureSieq oy, ‘Used oAy-Ljuoras

‘a’T0S @d OL ALAIXNY 961




Oral History of George Coleman, age 108, Holly Grove, Mississippi
Interview by Ann C. Ellison
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. f. Stories from Ex-Slaves ’ 2, Uy ; 2 K
. o Coly &

T was hnynad on the Washlngten: plantation in Rx@hmvnﬁ\@’x;g;nieb
Augu_st 16, 1830, The reasen I am sho about my birith date, Ls'&auae
Mr, Wiley, the man I now live with, writ back to the co't house in
Riechmond where dey has &8ll de records of the slaves dat used te be on
de i&ashingtan plantatioﬂ;, so I could get dis old age pension.

Yas8m de Washington plantation was & large ome. Slaves were
raised & large scale, it was a slave markeb yw:lmcw. I guess
there were two or three thousand slaves on de place. When dey bad
a sale de slaves were placed on a *slave bleck' and anc'li_iened off,
The ones for sale would run down the rcad, dance, or s-tieteh to see
if their wind was all right. ‘

They wers not usually sold until they were tw:elvs years old,

of selling
hewever the age/depended on the:.r sex, aize, ability ete. , semetimes
a speeial order would come in for ome or two younger ones, like when
g family wanted the eolored ehillun* to play with theirs,you know.
The slave girls were trained to do different things suech as8: weave,
cook, sew, and maid serviee. The oneswho were really good, of eourse

brought & higher price at market time. The smaller chillun wus

used to run errands about the place.




Oral History of Jerry Eubanks, age 91, Columbus, Mississippi
Interview by Mrs. Ed Joiner
'Jbrry Eubaﬁks ‘
Ex«blave- oL A
I was borned in Atlanta, but raised in the State of uiasisaippi.
. "My memy wes named Alice Hamilton, and pa's name wes Jerry Hamilton.
I was named after hima ," o __'
: '"I think dey wes. bred and bornaﬁ in ﬂtlanta- Yéé;im I héd:bioihers
and sisters~qix~ but. I can't remember bout none. or dem but Narret.
| ong waa brounht away over ni@ht. ﬁhaﬂ I waa twalva yesrs ald by a speg=
4u1ator's h&nds ‘end was broufht to Golumbus, &lasiasippi where I was sold 1o
Joe Eubanks for. %1100. 1 was 388t a small kid about twelvw~yaars cl&.
T :"1 house was built just lika cow'a atalls whare we sﬁayed until sold on m,
‘ *_'mgn block. : ’ e

"I don't know nuffin about nmy grandparents. When I knowed myselr,

dere was Jist mammy and pa, three girls end one brother, but I ean't bring

up ‘to my. ‘mind anything about de girla.




Oral History of Charity Jones, age 84, Friars Point, Mississippi
Interview by Florence F. Montroy




Oral History of Mary Jane Jones, age 94, Warren County, Mississippi
Interview by Lois B. Lawrence
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Page 1 :
200-Folklore, Mary Jane Jones, Warren County.
FC

Aﬁb Lois B. Lawrence

‘*T was born in Jefferson County on Littls Deer Creek Plantation,
and I was among the last litter of my mother's children, and she was the
mother of sixteen head of children and raised eleven of them. You see, my
mother was a wedding gift to my mérster at the‘%ime of his marriage; was
given to him as a kind of nest egg to breed slaves for him, and jast as soon
as he barriedrher home, he bought a slave husband fur her and children céme
t§ both families thick and fast. My mother would have a b;by every time my

mistress would have one, so that my mother was always the wet nurse for my

mistress.
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NAME: DATE:

Source Tracking Worksheet

Oftentimes, when authors write fictional stories based on historical events they perform extensive research

to ensure they include actual facts and depict appropriate character behavior. Fictional stories require many
hours of research and the use of both primary and secondary sources. Primary sources are first-hand accounts
of an event from someone who witnessed the event. A primary source could be a diary, letter, or official
government document, among other things. Secondary sources are written by authors removed from an event
but who use primary sources to interpret and analyze it. Examples of secondary sources include biographies,
magazine articles, and textbooks.

Use the source tracking cards that follow to perform your own research in preparation to write a fictional

account of a slave market. Look at the source card below to see how The Southwest by a Yankee could
influence a story.

NAME: EXAMPLE DATE: date source accessed

Title of Source The Southwest by a Yankee

Author J.H. Ingraham

Place of Publication New York Publisher Harper’s

Date of Publication 1835 Library Call Number 917.6/In4s/v.1 @r Secondary Source?

Two sentence synopsis of source:

The author describes the places and people he met and the events he witnessed during his travels throughout
the southern United States in the first half of the 19t century. This particular chapter focuses on his visit to
Forks of the Road in Natchez, one of the largest and busiest slave markets in the South.

Quote and page number of the most important fact within source:

“Each was dressed in the usual uniform of slaves, when in market, consisting of a fashionable shaped, black fur
hat, roundabout and trousers of coarse corduroy velvet, precisely such as are worn by Irish labourers, when
they first come over the water, good vests, strong shoes, and white cotton shirts completed their equipment.”
page 193

How | will use this source in my writing:
| will use the above quote to describe the clothing worn by the slaves in my story.




NAME: DATE:

Title of Source

Author

Place of Publication Publisher

Date of Publication Library Call Number Primary or Secondary Source?

Two sentence synopsis of source:

Quote and page number of the most important fact within source:

How | will use this source in my writing:

NAME: DATE:

Title of Source

Author

Place of Publication Publisher

Date of Publication Library Call Number Primary or Secondary Source?

Two sentence synopsis of source:

Quote and page number of the most important fact within source:

How | will use this source in my writing:
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Peggie Peacock Kelly Letter

Not much is known about Peggie Peacock Kelly but she was born a slave, most likely on William Peacock’s
Tennessee plantation in 1823. She was subsequently sold away from her family and then to a series of later
owners. The 1900 federal census of Oktibbeha County lists her as a widowed housekeeper living in Starkville,
Mississippi. There is no record of when she died. This rare letter from 1892, written when Kelly was in her 70s,
is evidence of the continuing impact that slavery had on families. The letter also pre-dates by several decades
an interest in African American genealogy, an area of research that did not become widespread until the Civil
Rights Movement of the 1960s and which continues today.

TRANSCRIPT:
Direct ans in Rev. J.H. Nichols

Starkville, Miss. Jan. 31/92
Mr. William Peacock.
Shelbyville Tenn.
Dear Sir or Friends
| am trying to find my mother and father. My father’s name was named
Prince, and mother’s name was Rose.
They both belong to above Peacock.
They had four children when | was sold.
Their names Peggie, Isaac, John, and George and | had two half sisters
belonging to Old Thomas Peacock.
| was sold to James Wortham in Ky. where | lived 3 years then he sold
me to Jack Tucker, and then was sold to Evan Davis in this state.
Any information given of any or the where abouts of them will
be thankfully rec’d Let me know if they are dead or alive.
My name was Peggie one of the children of Prince and Rose.
Your inquiring friend,
Peggie Kelly now

was Peggie Peacock




