June 12, 2001

Ms. Debera Riley
1055 Dorgan Street
Jackson, Mississippi 39204

Dear Ms. Riley:

Thank you for writing to express your concerns dhlalence in our schools.
This is a very serious problem that does not haveasy answer. Throughout my career
with the State of Mississippi, | have been a stradgocate for prayer in schools and
have helped to write legislation on this matter.

Even though the efforts of legislators and mysaifenbeen rejected, | will
continue to pursue this cause. As a Christiamyelfound prayer to be the answer to
many of life’s challenges. | pray for many thirggsa daily basis. | pray for my children
and the obstacles they will have to face, for gugain leading the State of Mississippi
and for the wisdom to make the right and just cheior the people of our state.

During the previous legislative session, | haditbeor of signing House Bill 51,
which authorizes a brief period of quiet reflectiarpublic school classrooms at the
beginning of the day and will also allow displaystee American motto of “In God We
Trust.” Even though these provisions are not idéehas a religious exercise, it will
serve as a reminder and inspiration for many youirgls as they face the world with
renewed hope that there is a God, He has not loegatfen, and He will not be ignored.

Thank you for your prayers and your concern fordiisippi’s children. If | may
ever be of assistance, please feel free to comtact

Very truly yours,

RONNIE MUSGROVE
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