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ISJL Immigration Traveling Trunk 

Lesson One: Leaving Europe 

Appendix A: Artifact Identification Worksheet 

 

Object number:             Object name:      
 

Describe the materials from which the 
artifact was made. Check all that apply. 

□ Bone or horn □ Stone 

□ Plastic  □ Pottery 

□ Leather  □ Metal 

□ Cardboard □ Glass 

□ Paper  □ Wood 

□ Other:                   

 

 
 
 
 
 

What is the function of this object? What led you to that conclusion? 
 
 
 
What does this artifact tell you about Judaism? Justify your response. 
 
 
 
What do you think this artifact is? 
 
 
 
What questions do you have about this object? 

Draw the object. Think about its dimensions, 
shape, texture, and color. 
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Educational Opportunities from the  
Institute of Southern Jewish Life 

The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life (ISJL) 
supports, connects, and celebrates Jewish life in the South. The Heritage 
and Interpretation Department of the ISJL interprets and shares the rich 
tradition of Jewish life in the American South through public programs, 
trips and tours, shared experiences, historic preservation, and more.  

Immigration Traveling Trunk 
The ISJL Immigration Traveling Trunk is designed for students to actively explore 
and engage in a classic American narrative: the story of the southern Jewish 
immigrant. This program provides a hands-on educational opportunity containing 
artifacts, photographs, maps, and lesson plans to teach students about 19th century 
immigration to the American South and how Jewish immigrants made an impact 
on their communities. 

How does this fit into our current curriculum? Using the three 90-minute lesson 
plans provided, students will explore the southern Jewish experience through 
multiple disciplines including history, language arts, geography, and math. The 
content is also related to the Civil Rights strand in the Mississippi College- and 
Career-Readiness Standards for the Social Studies. Lessons in this program cover the 
following Mississippi curriculum standards: 
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 English Language Arts RL.4.1; RL.4.2; RL.4.3; RI.4.4; RI.4.5; RI.4.6; RI.4.7; RI.4.9; W.4.7 

Mathematics 
CCSS.Math.Content.4.OA.3; CCSS.Math.Content.4.MD.A; 
CCSS.Math.Content.4.MD.2;  

Social Studies 3. a. (DOK 2); 4. a. (DOK 2), c. (DOK 2); 6. c. (DOK 3) 
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English Language Arts RI.5.3; RI.5.4; RI.5.5; RI.5.6; RI.5.7 

Mathematics CCSS.Math.Content.5.MD.1; CCSS.Math.Content.5.MD.A 

Social Studies 3. a. (DOK 2); 5. c. (DOK 3) 
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 English Language Arts RI.6.3; RI.6.6; RI.6.7; RI.6.9; RL.6.9 

Mathematics 
CCSS.Math.Content.6.RP.A; CCSS.Math.Content.6.RP.3; 
CCSS.Math.Content.6.EE.A 

Social Studies 
2. a. (DOK 1), b. (DOK 1); 4. a. (DOK 3), b. (DOK 3); 6. a. (DOK 
2); d. (DOK 3) 

 
Who should take advantage of this program? The trunk and lesson plans were 
developed for fourth, fifth, and sixth grade classes but can be modified for older 
students by request. The program has also been successful in gifted and library 
enrichment classes. 

The rental fee for the traveling trunk is $150.  
For more information, visit www.isjl.org/traveling-trunk. 



Nora Katz 
Director of Heritage and Interpretation, Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life 
nkatz@isjl.org | 601.362.6357 | www.isjl.org  

Tours and Exhibits at Temple B’nai Israel 
Temple B’nai Israel is home to the oldest Jewish 
congregation in Mississippi. The temple is open to the 
public by appointment with the support of local docents 
from the congregation. Visits include a guided tour of the 
historic building; Of Passover and Pilgrimage, an exhibit 
documenting the history and everyday life of Natchez’s 
Jewish families; and The Natchez Jewish Experience, an 
award-winning documentary film. Group tours of the 
Jewish cemetery and Jewish homes are available by 
special arrangement. Learn more at 
www.natcheztemple.org. To arrange a visit, please contact 
Nora Katz. 

Southern Jewish Heritage Tours and Alternative 
Break Trips 
The ISJL can help plan your group’s trip through 
the South! The ISJL works as a trip consultant, 
allowing you to play an active role in planning 
your own experience. Based on initial 
conversations about the focus and interests of 
your group, we will use our network in the region 
to create a custom southern Jewish heritage 
itinerary. Visit historic congregations and let 
members of the Jewish community welcome 
you with true southern hospitality. Taste 
authentic local cuisines, meet scholars and 
activists, and take in the unique landscape of 
this part of the country. Learn more at 
www.isjl.org/jewish-heritage-tours.  
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Resources for Teaching Immigration and Jewish History 

The Jewish Women’s Archive has a number of lesson plans and teaching resources 
to engage students with American Jewish history through the lens of women’s 
experiences: www.jwa.org.  

Teaching Tolerance has many excellent guides for talking to kids about 
immigration, racism, and more. For a starting point, see “Immigrant and Refugee 
Children: A Guide for Educators and School Support Staff:” 
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/spring-2017/immigrant-and-refugee-children-
a-guide-for-educators-and-school-support-staff.   

If students have specific anxieties about current immigration policy, Teaching 
Tolerance also answers the question of “What Do I Say to Students about 
Immigration Orders?” https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/what-do-i-say-to-
students-about-immigration-orders.  

To expand this content throughout the year, check out Facing History and 
Ourselves, an organization that has a lot of powerful lesson plans and educator 
resources about race, immigration, and teaching traumatic history: 
https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources.  

The Zinn Education Project has excellent resources for teaching about immigration, 
as well as other important issues in American history: www.zinnedproject.org.   

 


