The Robin Hood of the Mississippi Civil Rights and
Human Rights Movements

Objectives:
Students will use the newspaper article “A fight for rights: Movement’s Robin Hood Unmasked”
from The Clarion-Ledger by Jerry Mitchell to become more knowledgeable about the significance
in the development of American constitutional democracy.
The Robin Hood of the Mississippi Civil Rights and Human Rights Movements lesson plan is
adaptable for grades 8 - 12.

Common
Core
Language Arts

Social Studies

Curricular Connections
9th Grade Mississippi Studies

4c, 5d

U.S. History from Reconstruction to Present

2a, 2c, 4e, 7c

African American Studies

4d, 5b, 6d

Problems in Democracy

2b, 2c, 2d, 3a, 5d

Grades 6-8

RH 1, 2, 4, 8; WHST 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 9

Grades 9-10

RH 1, 2, 3, 7; WHST 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 9

Grades 11-12

RH 1, 2; WHST 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 9
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The Robin Hood of the Mississippi Civil Rights and Human Rights
Movements
Objectives: Students will use the newspaper article “A fight for rights: Movement’s Robin Hood Unmasked”
from The Clarion-Ledger by Jerry Mitchell to become more knowledgeable with the development of American
constitutional democracy. This lesson may be adaptable for several grade levels and specific subject matter.
Materials: “A fight for rights: Movement’s Robin Hood Unmasked” from The Clarion-Ledger handout, Robin
Hood Civil Rights Movement worksheet, dictionary or online dictionary, Internet.
Procedures:
Activity One: The Robin Hood of the Civil Rights Movement
1. Have students read through the article “A fight for rights: Movement’s Robin Hood Unmasked” by
Jerry Mitchell from The Clarion-Ledger.
2. After reading the article have the students complete the Robin Hood Civil Rights worksheet using the 		
article, dictionary, and/or Internet research.
3. Have students discuss the article and Eddie Sandifer. Discuss how he might relate to and be received
in a movement other than the Civil Rights Movement and in today’s social system.
Activity Two: Student Essays
1. Divide class into groups and assign them to research either the United Farm Workers or the National 		
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), two of the organizations that Sandifer
wanted to support with donations.
2. Have the teams write essays present the findings to the class and lead discussions on the information 		
they found.
		
a. What is the mission of each organization?
		
b. What is the main focus of the work of each group?
		
c. When and where were they established and how does that explain their mission?
		
d. Are these groups still active today?
		
e. Would you be interested in helping these groups with their mission? Why or Why not?
		
f. How do you think these groups have made an impact on American history and society?
Activity Three: Persuading Others to a Cause
1. Divide students into groups of 4-5.
2. Identify various local, national, or international civil rights organizations such as the UFW, NAACP,
WWF, UNESCO, PETA, Greenpeace, Islamic Human Rights Commission, Southern Poverty Law
Center, William Winter Institute for Racial Reconciliation, GLAAD, UNICEF, Amnesty International,
Children’s Defense Fund, ACLU, etc.
3. Using the Internet, have students research the mission, goals, and strategies of their assigned
organization and complete a promotional packet representing the organization that includes any or
all of the following:
a. website
b. print advertisement
c. commercial
d. newspaper article
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f. poster
4. Encourage students to view the organization through the eyes of those who are committed to its
cause and remain respectful of the views of others.
5. Allow them to share or display their completed projects with the class.
Extension Activities:
1. Have students do research on organizations that help people in need and have them write an essay on
the reason that organization is deserving of assistance and what difference the class could make by
helping them. As a class choose one of the organizations then plan, organize and carry out a fundraiser and donate the money made.
2. What is the difference between fact and legend and how is each constructed? Compare and contrast
the story of England’s Robin Hood with that of Brookhaven’s Eddie Sandifer and discuss the validity
of each.
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Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Robin Hood Civil Rights Movement
Use this worksheet to analyze the article “The Robin Hood of the Civil Rights Movement” by Jerry Mitchell
from The Clarion-Ledger. Analyze the questions and answer them in your own words as you discuss the
following topics:
1. Define human rights. ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
2. a. Define respect. _________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Define disrespect. ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Who was the original Robin Hood? __________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Why is Eddie Sandifer called the Robin Hood of the civil rights and human rights movements? ____________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What did Eddie Sandifer do to help the civil rights and human rights movements? ______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What is the definition of pioneer? ____________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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7. How did Eddie Sandifer become a pioneer of these movements? ____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Could he be called an outlaw? Why or why not? ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
9. a. Is it acceptable to steal or take something away from a person you think is not worthy and give the item to 		
those you think are more worthy? Why or why not? ____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
b. If you steal something from a person or business, are you showing them respect? Explain.______________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Consider the statement ‘Does the end result justify the means?’ in relation to Eddie Sandifer. Do you agree or
disagree with the statement? Why or why not? _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
11. Analyze and discuss the other ways Eddie Sandifer could have gotten donations for his two causes. If you had
been in a similar situation, what would you have done and why? ___________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
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KEY
Name: _____________________________________________________________
Date: ________________

Robin Hood Civil Rights Movement
Use this worksheet to analyze the article “The Robin Hood of the Civil Rights Movement” by Jerry Mitchell
from The Clarion-Ledger. Analyze the questions and answer them in your own words as you discuss the
following topics:
rights of personal liberty guaranteed to U.S. citizens by the 13th and 14th
1. Define human rights.The
_____________________________________________________________________
amendments to the Constitution and by acts of Congress.
________________________________________________________________________________________
To have reference or regard for a person or thing/or anti-abuse and misuse.
2. a. Define respect. _________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
It’s the opposite of respect, which would be to not hold in regard or to misuse
b. Define disrespect. ______________________________________________________________________
and abuse.
________________________________________________________________________________________
A legendary British outlaw famed for robbing the rich and giving to
3. Who was the original Robin Hood? __________________________________________________________
the poor to balance living standards making everyone equal.
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
He bur4. Why is Eddie Sandifer called the Robin Hood of the civil rights and human rights movements? ____________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
glarized and took expensive jewelry and gave it to civil and human rights movements and causes so they
________________________________________________________________________________________
would have the money they needed to carry on their activities. He wanted to make the blacks equal to
________________________________________________________________________________________
whites and the gays equal to straight people. Then he wanted to aid the HIV positive people. Then he
wanted better conditions and treatment of those in nursing homes.
________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What did Eddie Sandifer do to help the civil rights and human rights movements? ______________________
He broke into six jewelry stores and took expensive items and then sold them and gave the money to the
________________________________________________________________________________________
organizations he deemed in need of money to succeed.
________________________________________________________________________________________
To originate/ begin or to take part in a new development/or to be
6. What is the definition of pioneer? ____________________________________________________________
the first with a new thought or do something that has not been done before.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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He became an activist because he
7. How did Eddie Sandifer become a pioneer of these two movements? _______________________________
wanted
these rights to be successful in bettering the lives of the people involved.
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Could he be called an outlaw? Why or why not? ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
9. a. Is it acceptable to steal or take something away from a person you think is not worthy and give the item to 		
those you think are more worthy? Why or why not? ____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
b. If you steal something from a person or business, are you showing them respect? Explain. ______________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Consider the statement ‘Does the end result justify the means?’ in relation to Eddie Sandifer. Do you agree or
disagree with the statement? Why or why not? _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
11. Analyze and discuss the other ways Eddie Sandifer could have gotten donations for his two causes. If you had
been in a similar situation, what would you have done and why? ___________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
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MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY LESSON PLANS

TEACHER EVALUATION
COMPLETE BOTH SIDES AND PLEASE MAIL OR FAX TO THE ADDRESS ON THE NEXT PAGE. THANK YOU!
TEACHER NAME ________________________________________________________________________
SCHOOL NAME & ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL (OPTIONAL) _____________________________________________________________________
TOTAL NUMBER OF STUDENTS_____________

GRADE LEVEL ____________________________

The Robin Hood of the Mississippi Civil Rights and Human Rights Movements
LESSON TITLE ____________________________________________________________________________
1. In your opinion, did this unit elicit better than average student response; if so, how?

2. Which segments of the unit exceeded your students’ attention span?

3. Will this unit be of assistance to you in developing future classroom activities; if so, how?

4. How did this unit add to your earlier teaching on the same subject?

5. Would this teaching unit be handier to use as a:
___multi-day unit		
___multi-week unit 		

___other

6. Were the activities and lessons appropriate for your students? How?
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Please rate the following lesson materials and activities by circling the appropriate number.
4=excellent, 3=good, 2=average, 1=inadequate
Directions and Notes							4
Curricular Connections						4
Student Worksheets							4
Interactive Activities							4
Historic Images 							4

3
3
3
3
3

2
2
2
2
2

1
1
1
1
1

Activity One: The Robin Hood of the Civil Rights Movement
4
Activity Two: Student Essays						4
Activity Three: Persuading Others to a Cause				
4
Extension Activities							4
Overall Lesson								4

3
3
3
3
3

2
2
2
2
2

1
1
1
1
1

We would appreciate any additional comments on this teaching unit and any suggestions for improvement.
Comments may be entered in the space below.

Museum Division
Mississippi Department of Archives and History
P.O. Box 571, Jackson, MS 39205
Phone: 601-576-6800 Fax: 601-576-6815
outreachprograms@mdah.state.ms.us
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